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What is sin? It is broad and it is complex.

Scripture gives multiple passages which describe what qualifies as sin. In a broad sense,
Romans 3:9 + 23 give us a picture of how all are sinful. Ever since the fall, it is a part of our
DNA, meaning that there is no distinction between the saved and the lost. All are fallen and
therefore sinful. But there is also complexity to sin, and we see this in the various kinds of
transgressions against the Law/that are made.

The following list of transgressions is not exhaustive, but does span both the old and new
testaments. Sin is a hardening of our hearts despite seeing and knowing of the acts of God
(Exodus 9:34), it is something that Yahweh faithfully forgives (Exodus 34:7), it is making a
vow/promise that cannot be kept (Deuteronomy 23:21), it is breaking any of the commandments
(Deuteronomy 5:1-22), it is turning either to the right or to the left, essentially failing to keep the

Torah as instructed (Deuteronomy 5:32-33), and it is a betraying of innocent blood (Matthew
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‘What are the ramifications of sin?
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The results of the fall of man into sin
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While Seripture tells us what sin is, it also gives what the consequences of breaking the
Law are. Consequences of sin in our world mean that humanity, born into sin, is in need of
salvation (Matthew 9:13, Luke 5:32). We must seck out reconciliation (Matthew 18:15). We
must pray against temptation (Luke 11:4). We will die in our sins unless we confess Christ (John
8:24). God docs not listen to sinners (John 9:31). OF course, we can’t forget the blanket

consequence of our meriting death due to the wages of our sin (Romans 6:23). @

We’ve discussed what sin is, and what its consequences are, but we must also consider

the immediate consequences of sin that arc shared in the account of the fall of man. All found in

Genesis 3, these are the not often remembered consequences of our decision to abdicate our

throne in favor of our own demented will.

Humanity became ashamed of its nakedness and has to cover it because of the now

prosent temptation to pervert it (Genesis 3:7). Sin causes us to feel shame and guilt, therefore we

try to hide from God what is already known to him, fearful that he might find out (Genesis

3:8+10). Satan is cursed by God for his part in planting doubt and deceit in Eve (Genesis 3:14).

Humanity is thrust into a state of war with Satan but Yeshua is to be his end (Genesis 3:15).

‘Woman is cursed to have pain in childbirth, is told she will desire her husband (which many take

for an implication of a higher sex-drive), and is then told it is her husband’s actions that will

determine how much or little her desire will be satisfied (Genesis 3:16). Man, as the provider of

the home, has his role made more difficult by sin, being told making a living will be painful, and

that he will need to work until his death (Genesis 3:17-19). Mankind now sees good and evil as

God does, and as a consequence, are cast out of the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:22-24).
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uestioning the Holidays: The Expericnces of a Messianic Christian Investigating Religious
Q e Y pe ating Relle! days are rooted deeply in Pagan fertility beliefs and rituals as well as Roman fertility practices.
Traditions
The Pagans had fertility rituals that were performed under mistlctoe and around trees, the
Semiotics
Romans too. Romans celebrated two different December holidays - 1) Saturnalia which was a
“The goal of semiotics is interpreting both verbal and non-verbal signs” (A First Look at
two-week festival honoring Saturn, their god of agriculture, and 2) the birth of Mithra, their god
Communication Theory, page 327). Semiotics, according to the man who authored it, Roland
of sun, on December 25™ (Learn Religions).
Barthes, i “the discipline studying everything which can be used in order 1 lie, because if
Uses and Gratifications
something cannot be used to tell a lie, conversely it cannot be used to tell the truth; it cannot, in
Elihu Katz, from Hebrew University of Jerusalem, is most known for taking the question
fact, be used to tell at all” (page 327). Barthes also equates his theory to “an explanation of
“what do media do to people?” into “what do people do with media?” (A First Look at
myth” (page 328) which Christmas and Easter are largely based on.
. X ' Communication Theory, page 354). It doesn’t take much to see how businesses and corporations
There are three terms this theory lends which help us in understanding these holidays for

across the globe have used media to turn the holidays in commercialized money-makin,
what they are versus how people have convinced themselves they are, The first is a sign; a sign is € ¥ d ¢

; -
“The inscparable combination of the signifier and the signified” (page 328). The second is the (opportunitics: Evenisome shurohes do this

At best, churches could be viewed as the blind leading the blind, well intentioned but

signifier; the signifier i

“The physical form of the sign as we perceive it through our senses; an

image” (page 328). Then third, the signified, is “The meaning we associate with the sign” (page misguided Christians hoping to evangelize the lost. At worst, a power move, secking to distract

328). In other words, the holidays like Christmas and Easter are the signs. The tree, mistletoe,
eggs, and bunny are the signifiers, reminders that it is that holiday’s time of year. The signified,
quite unfortunately in many Christian circles, is often considered to be Yeshua's birth and
resurrection.

Signs are not always what they seem. The seemingly straightforward ones - like the tree,
‘mistletoe, santa, the presents, the eggs, the bunny - still have “ideological [and] connotative

‘meaning [which] perpetuate the dominant values of society. As such, they are deceptive” (page

tender hearts with magical stories with the intentions to keep Truth hidden from them for as long
as possible.

“People seek to gratify needs” (page 355). This most certainly is true for the believer, as
much as it is for the lost. Many Christian cireles will use their scarch for fellowship and
communion with believers as an excuse to accept holidays, disguising them with the passages
found in Luke 2 and other places in the four Gospels.

Agenda-Sctting Theory

327). Society has practically succeeded in entirely adopting the lie that Christmas and Easter are The problem with society today is found at the heart of the Agenda-Setting theory. “We

innocent Christian holidays, forgetting that, in fact, much of the traditions done to celebrate these judge as important what the media judge as important” (A First Look at Communication Theory,
QUESTIONING THE HOLIDAYS 6
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celebration of idols that society has draped in a thin veil of Christian excuses. As believers, we

are called to abstain from things like this and yet many do not Deuteronomy 12:2-4 “You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom

1 Corinthians § talks about how as believers, we know that idols are not God, are not Youshall d their gods, on the high mount d oa thehills and on under every

worth serving, and therefore and food sacrificed to them will not affect us if we consume it It gren trec. And you shall tear down their altars and shatter their sacred pillars and bum their

‘goes on 10 say that not everyone knows this though, especially not new believers who come from Asherim with fire, and you shafl ot the graven images of thelr gods in pieocs and theirnamo

a background of thinking those idols are ral, and that these people are the ones whose from that place. You shall not do thus toward Yahweh your God." ~ While this may sound quite

consciences will be plagued. — In this vein, a believer partaking in holidays serves as a perpetul harsh to the Christian with veiled eyes, it is what we are called to do. We have to destroy all evil,

"t just destroy most n order to keep the parts we like. Both holid: iddled with evil
stumbling block for tender hearts seeking Truth that witness that believer. We are not better e cantjust destroy most in order to keep the parts we like. Both holidays are riddled with evi

through and through. Verse 2 talks about h le worshipped their idols unds
Christians for partaking in holidays that God has not commanded us to, but conversely are in roneh and frough. Terse shouthow some people worshipped fhetr idols under green

trees. Why would you try to bring that into your home? Verse 3 tells us to wipe out the names of
direct violation to the living God.
) those idols from that place, which is arguably anywhere the Father has called us to dwell, and yet
Deuteronomy 4:1-2 “So now, O Isracl, listen to the statutes and the judgements which 1
we have not wiped the names out. The holidays are still held in many Christian circles. Do we
am teaching you to do, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which
not see how wrong that is?
Yahweh, the God of your fathers, i giving you. “You shall not add to the word which I am
Leviticus 23:1-2 “And Yahweh spoke again to Moses, saying, “Speak to the sons of
commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of Yahweh your
Isracl and say to them, “The appointed times of Yahweh which you shall proclaim as holy
God which I am commanding you." - Here, believers are explicitly told not to add to the Word
convocations ~ My appointed times are these [...]" - The chapter goes on to list what the Feast
and yet the holiday observances are, in fact, additions and they should be cast off!
Days are. Included in the lst are the weekly Shabbat, Passover, First Fruits, Shavuot (Pentecost),
Deuteronomy 6:14-15 “You shall not walk after other gods, any of the gods of the
Yom Teruah, Yom Kippur, and Sukkot. Let the reader note that holidays like Christmas and
peoples who surround you, for Yahweh your God in the midst of you is a jealous God — lest the
Easter are not in this list and are not to be kept. If the Lord want the day of his birth to be kept,
anger of Yahweh your God be kindled against you, and He destroy you from the face of the
he would have told us when it was and given us rules on how to keep it. As he has not, we would
earth.” ~ As mentioned previously, we know that “gods™ are often equated with idols which is
do well to stick with what we know he has commanded.
anything elevated above God. Society today has adopted the holiday idols and we need to let
In Conclusion
them go. We must, with all urgency, tum back to the Almighty God. . §
‘These theories reveal that differences in standpoints will lead to differences in faith

practices. At the denominational level, these differences may cause some tension and this is
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page 375). Satan has made his playground of us and enjoys the fact that media have trickled in
and slowly begun to drown out the voice of the Almighty God.
There is something called the “index of curiosity” which is a term coined to give

rationale to the human hunt for orientation and how this need leaves them weakened, allowing

media to “shape their views” (page 378). Arguably, aside from the fall of man back in the
Garden of Kden, this index of curiosity gives rationale to the continued blind acceptance of
media that are pro-holidays. Society refuses to notice the flipside of the coin, that mixing these
holidays with the Christian faith makes space for that which is not of God,

Standpoint Theory

“[A] standpoint [is]  place from which to critically view the world around us” (A First
Look at Communication Theory, page 444). Scripture has a similar idea to this that is shared in
Acts 17. Paul and Silas are out ministering to the believers in Berea who “I...] received the word
with all eagemess, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were 50.” (Acts 17:11) As
believers today, we should behave no differently. We have a great duty to test everything against
the Word of God and yet the holidays are hardly ever challenged and tested. Why is this so?

Examining Seripture

‘The Bible offers much about what we are to keep and what we are not to keep. Here are
justa few of many passages aside from Acts 17 that might be particularly helpful to the one
seeking Truth.

1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 “Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise prophecies, but
examine all things; hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.”

Something the Bible repeatedly calls out as evil is idol worship. The holidays arc just that, a

QUESTIONING THE HOLIDAYS 8

‘mitigatable by doing all we can to live at peace with one another like Romans 12:18 calls us to.
Through mitigation, relationships though scarred may perhaps be preserved. However, as
believers we must be set apart from the world. The world loves all things that are not of God, and
it finds its joy in the perversion of Truth. Holidays, at the conclusion of this paper, have clearly
been revealed as not of God and as a result, something the believer must abandon, and
conversely, if we don't, then we have a damaged relationship with our Heavenly Father.

“[...] We beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)
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